ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A balloon catheter, and preferably to a rapid exchange type balloon catheter, 
having a proximal shaft section, and a distal shaft section with an inner tubular 
member and an outer tubular member, the outer tubular member having a section 
5 which is bonded as by fusing or othenwise bonding. The bonded section extends 
along a thfckened wall poftWdf the outer tubular member at the rapid exchange 
junction. A reinforcing member or tube extends within at least a section of the 
bonded section of the outer tubular member. In one embodiment, the reinforcing 
tube extends within at least a section of the thickened wall portion of the outer 
1 0 tubular member. The configuration provides a rapid exchange junction with improved 
kink resistance and flexibility for excellent trackability. and with a minimal decrease 
in the size of the inflation lumen at the rapid exchange junction for an improved 
shortened balloon inflation/deflation time. 

PALOALTO.401 4842v1 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 23 

Alty. Docket No. 960 1 -0850 


